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=1 Afghanistan
= Bangladesh
= Bhutan

= Cambodia
= China

= Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea

= India

= Indonesia
= Laos

= Malaysia
= Maldives
= Mongolia
= Myanmar
= Nepal

= Pakistan
= Philippines
= Sri Lanka
= Thailand

= Vietnam
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The! EU'aﬁélstance in A5|a has been tradltlonally targeted at national level, via bilateral country programmes
or by fundjng NGOs and health bodies. ‘Recently both the EU -and Asia have suffered outbreaks of

|nfectlouw|seases of a transboundary nature. These cannot bex:'ombated wi hout a regional strategy.
The emph‘asm therefore has to be on developmg a rapid, broad béj re

at regional level.

strategy. des1gned to stlmulate institution bU|Id|ng and encourage global networking that wi «help

rehabllliate affected ardds. e e
% i
& The European Commission has also identified animal and human health as a major se l[or needi\g

support. Over the next four years, €105 million will be spent on a health programme covering the ?

Asian and Central Asian reglonsmmect is EEH gfa glgpally coordinated response involving other
international donors and countries. ) BRm——— Y
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Adequate aid and fair trade that hold the key to stability and the alleviation of poverty in the region,

form the focus of EU’s Asia policy. Equally important is regional integration to which the EU is committed

worldwide. In fact, the EU is working with several dialogue partners in Asia to build cooperative activities

» * A in the region. One of these is the Association for Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). The regional

% . o grouping was established to foster economic growth, social progress and cultural deve!ment, while

' promoting regional peace and stability. The European Union is committed to building close links with
ASEAN and recently earmarked €40 million to support related activities. .

ppe Vandeputte

The EU’s six priority areas are: . ®
m Supportinggregional economic integration.
Promotlnhlman rights, democratic principles and good governance.
aming justice and home affairs issues.
m Injecting ¢ ninto regional trade and investment relations.
m Continuing o suppo : ent of le: S-prosperous countries.

¥

m Intensifying®lialogue and coo'r on |




‘ 3. s.also keen to enhance trade and investment links o
- for Regia )peration (SAARC) that aims to prornote peace, trade and dev@l‘opment among
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakista) and Sri Lanka. One of its major goals is to
reate a South Asian Economic Union by 2020.The e\\ \ Ihof the South Asia Free Trade Agreement
i1 2006 has given new dynamlsm} !‘! R d is expected to further stimulate

qe aad integration. A :
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